Gene and cell transfer for specific immunotherapy.
The realisation that human tumor cells may express and process tumor specific and tumor associated antigens has increased interest in immunotherapeutic approaches to cancer treatment. This interest has been coupled with a burgeoning ability to genetically modify tumor cells and components of the immune system, in an effort to maximize the anti-neoplastic response. In a number of settings, gene modified tumor vaccines, cytotoxic T cells and dendritic cells are producing both immunomodulation and clinically evident benefits. Continued exploration of this approach seems well justified.